APOA, its members, and the industry. The Calender of Events on the APOA website consolidates various activities of associations, sectional meetings, and specialty meetings for ease of planning. The web linkages with national orthopaedic association such as the Australian Orthopaedic Association (AOA) enable members of APOA to search for all AOAaccredited fellowships and continuing medical education meetings on offer, thereby enhancing closer ties between the national orthopaedic associations and APOA. Another mutually beneficial symbiosis is exemplified by the reciprocal membership of international meetings between Société Internationale de Chirurgie Orthopédique et de Traumatologie (SICOT) and APOA.
The preparations for the 2014 APOA 18th Congress in Pattaya, Thailand, from 23 to 26 October are in full swing. The recent introduction of military rule in the country will, hopefully, bring peace and social stability, and serve to ease the fear in the minds of many foreigners travelling to Thailand. The recent statement by the Congress Organiser regarding the peaceful situation in Thailand was timely; and the availability of direct transport from Bangkok International Airport to Pattaya will provide reassurance to all delegates. The APOA President-Prof Chareon Chotigavanich-has invited presidents of many national orthopaedic associations to the Congress, and this is an important opportunity to foster the concept of the APOA federation. At the Pattaya Congress, Nepal is likely to be included as a new APOA chapter, if the necessary requirements are completed on time.
Australia has been given the privilege to host the 19th APOA Congress at the Melbourne Convention Centre in 2016. This is the third time that Australia hosts the Congress. The previous congresses were held in Perth and Adelaide. Executives of the Australian Chapter are working closely with the Australian Orthopaedic Association. Scientific, Finance, and Social committees were set up under the guidance of Dr John Bartlett, Dr Ted Mah, and Dr Graham Mercer to ensure the Congress to be an educational, entertaining, and exciting event.
